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Based on How to Teach Grown-ups About Climate Change

ATMOSPHERE —All of the gases around Earth or another planet or 
moon

CLIMATE—The average weather of a place over many years

ENVIRONMENT—Everything that surrounds us on Earth, including 
all living things, the air, ocean, and land

FOSSIL FUEL—A fuel such as coal, oil, or gasoline that contains 
carbon and is made from the remains of ancient plants and animals

GREENHOUSE GAS—A gas that traps heat in the atmosphere
 
RECYCLE—To process something so it can be reused
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY—Energy that comes from natural sources, 
such as the wind or the sun, that don’t run out
 
SOLAR POWER—Renewable energy that is made by turning sunlight 
into electricity

WEATHER—The state of the atmosphere (such as cold, hot, wet, or 
dry) in one place at one particular time

WIND TURBINE—A machine that turns the energy of the wind into 
electrical energy; sometimes called a windmill

Definitions


