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The new Children's Britannica: a fantastic voyage through the history of the world

More than three decades since it was last in book shops, the youngsters' version of the famous encyclopedia has been reimagined in
print

By Claire Allfree

29 September 2020 • 7:00am

When Christopher Lloyd was a child, among a library of books his father inherited from his uncle was the Children’s Britannica, all 20

volumes from 1978, standing proud on a shelf in their bright crimson livery. The children’s edition was last printed in 1984 and in today’s

digital universe feels like a relic from a bygone era but Lloyd has his set still. “As a child, I was particularly fond of the thistle on the

spine,” he says now. “I found it rather reassuring.”

That thistle, which harks back to Britannica’s Scottish heritage – the first Encyclopedia was published in Edinburgh in 1768, although the

company has been based in America since 1909 – has not been seen on a new Britannica hardback for a decade. The final print edition of

the world famous adult versions that once graced the bookshelves of households up and down the land was published in 2010. Since

then, Britannica has been entirely online, its thriving free-to-use website managed by 400 editors in Chicago. But next month a new

single-volume Britannica for children rises from the ashes of print publishing, the first of its kind for 36 years and with the famous thistle

on the spine intact. 
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“The thistle feels like a thread connecting the deep past with my childhood and then with the children of today,” says Lloyd, a historian

and author who has edited the new edition. “It feels like a stake in solid ground.”

Lloyd is hoping parents will agree. The Britannica All New Children’s Encyclopedia, to give it its full name, has all the scholarly authority

you’d expect from a Britannica book, but the idea, says Lloyd, has been to reinvent it for a 21st-century readership. 

The solar spread from the new Children's Britannica

“We’ve done away with the A-Z model because these days people look up individual facts on the internet,” he says. “Instead, we provide

a slalom journey through the history of the world in eight chapters; four devoted to the history of Earth, four to the history of mankind.

We’ve backed up pretty much every page with contributions from more than 100 experts in the hope children might see those experts as

future role models. 

“And crucially, where the old encyclopedia would always provide an answer, we’ve made it clear that we don’t always have one. We give

you an outline about what is known that hopefully opens up a whole load more questions.”

Subtitled What We Know and What We Don’t, and co-published by Lloyd’s publishing company What On Earth books (set up in 2010

and specialising in books that connect knowledge through “giant narratives”), the All New Children’s Encyclopedia is indeed a

cartwheeling compendium of interconnected facts, questions, answers and not-sures, taking the reader from the Big Bang to the future

of thought-controlled body parts, and bursting with colourful visuals and snappy paragraphs on what, for instance, would happen to an

astronaut if they fell into a black hole. (Scientists don’t know but think if they fell into its outskirts, they would quickly resemble a piece

of spaghetti, much to the delight of my seven-year-old daughter.) 
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Insects ahoy in the the new Children's Britannica

The point, says Lloyd, is to provide a cross-curricular approach that you wouldn’t necessarily get online so that the reader can

understand why, for instance, the fact the sun releases more energy in a second than has been used in the entire history of mankind

makes it a potentially invaluable player in the future of renewable energy. 

“Of course, you can look anything up online,” he says. “But this book is designed as a journey of curiosity. It allows you to explore

through time, and to follow your individual interests, rather in the same way the brain isn’t divided into individual subjects. And all the

information is editorialised to make it accessible and easy to understand. Plus, it’s a book. So no distractions!”

Perhaps even more crucially, its purpose is to encourage children to engage intellectually with what they are reading.

“I don’t mean to sound heretical, but I do think reading non-fiction is more beneficial to children than fiction,” says Lloyd, who runs his

company out of a barn in Sevenoaks. “It’s crucial to developing a child’s critical skills. In today’s sea of fake news where no one really

trusts experts any more and where we are surrounded by a mass of uneditorialised information and opinions, giving children the

equipment to determine for themselves whether something may or may not be true is more important than ever.”
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OK, coral? The undersea crisis is tackled in the new Children's Britannica

Facts may indeed be under threat like never before, but the Children’s Britannica arrives in the midst of an interesting moment for

children’s non-fiction. Traditionally, fact-based books in the children’s market have been the poor relation to make-believe, partly the

fault of well intentioned parents who are invariably more likely to buy a child a lavishly illustrated edition of Alice in Wonderland than a

book about volcanoes. 

Yet the tide is starting to turn. Nielsen BookScan (which collates book sales in the UK) reports that the growth of non-fiction book sales

for children have been outpacing fiction for the last five years, and in 2019 commanded 13 per cent of the children’s book market

(children’s fiction sales remain stable at 37 per cent) thanks in no small part to the popularity of inspirational series such as Little People,

Big Dreams and the runaway bestseller Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls.

Moreover, a recent National Literacy Trust survey reported that 50 per cent of children who took part said they were reading more non-

fiction during lockdown than they were before, and more than 60 per cent were reading the news more, while Nielsen’s reported a 234

per cent increase in educational titles for children in the last week of March, no doubt from parents panicking at the prospect of home

schooling.

“We all read because we have a reason to read,” says Fiona Evans, director of schools programmes at the National Literacy Trust. “And if

children read because they want to find out how things work or why things are, then non-fiction is going to be much more useful and

appealing. 

“In the past, children have been classed as reluctant readers if they haven’t immediately engaged with, say, Roald Dahl or Harry Potter.

Particularly boys or children from disadvantaged backgrounds. But often it’s not that children are reluctant to read, but that they are

reluctant to read what we give them in the classroom or at home, which historically tends to be fiction.”

Lloyd often visits schools, having written several non-fiction books himself (and is frequently depressed to find himself introduced as

the first non-fiction author the school has hosted). He agrees there is often a bias in favour of fiction, but he also thinks there is a bigger

problem with a curriculum that for years has been obsessed with league tables and SATs results and encourages spoon-feeding.

“Universities want students who can think for themselves, who are self-learning systems, which is what we will all need to be if we are

to meet the challenges of the future. It’s hard to reverse something that’s become institutionalised. At the moment we seem to view

schools as a mass production factory where we are trying to create a load of drones. It does tremendous damage.

“Ironically, there are more opportunities to redress these things than there has been, as long as we get children out of this hell of screens

where they are being distracted all the time,” he says. “The need to engage children with how everything connects has never been more
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important. We need to fill them with a determination that knowledge is worth fighting for.”

Britannica All New Children’s Encyclopedia by Christopher Lloyd (editor) (RRP £25). Buy now for £19.99 at books.telegraph.co.uk or call

0844 871 1514

Culture newsletter
The latest art, theatre, book and music reviews.

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and respectful. Please review our commenting policy.

Show comments

More stories

Sign up

Related Topics

Harry Potter, Roald Dahl, Other

Meet the new Kardashians – they are called Harry and Meghan

Gwyneth was right to post a naked picture at 48

The 'sculpt not bulk' workout that keeps Gwyneth looking toned at 48

Ridiculous Covid rules are hurting the young – nobody wants them to be punished in our name

How to deal with moles in your garden (no whacking required) 

Zoe Ball’s ‘voluntary pay cut’ tells us so much about women in work

More from Books

The Courage to Care by Christie Watson review: when will we start listening to nurses?

    5 / 5

29 Sep 2020, 7:00am

From the right to offend to cancelling Dickens: culture war conundrums Laurence Fox
should consider

By Helen Brown

https://books.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/commenting-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/harry-potter/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/roald-dahl/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/other/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/&text=The+new+Children's+Britannica:+a+fantastic+voyage+through+the+history+of+the+world
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/
https://wa.me/?text=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/
mailto:?to=&subject=The+new+Children's+Britannica:+a+fantastic+voyage+through+the+history+of+the+world&body=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/meet-new-kardashians-called-harry-meghan/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/gwyneth-right-post-naked-picture-48/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/beauty/body/sculpt-not-bulk-workout-keeps-gwyneth-looking-toned-48/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/politics/ridiculous-covid-rules-hurting-young-nobody-wants-punished/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/gardening/problem-solving/deal-moles-garden-no-whacking-required/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/work/zoe-balls-voluntary-pay-cut-tells-us-much-women-work/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/courage-care-christie-watson-review-will-start-listening-nurses/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/theatre/what-to-see/right-offend-cancelling-dickens-culture-war-conundrums-laurence/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/helen-brown/


29/09/2020 The new Children's Britannica: a fantastic voyage through the history of the world

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/ 6/9

Sponsored

28 Sep 2020, 7:00pm

Mantel Pieces by Hilary Mantel review: virtuoso essays on surgery, Madonna and the Royal
Family

    5 / 5

28 Sep 2020, 7:00am

Sylvia Pankhurst by Rachel Holmes review: the rebel sister betrayed by her family

    4 / 5

27 Sep 2020, 5:00pm

This Mournable Body by Tsitsi Dangarembga review: a hypnotic study of societal collapse in
Zimbabwe

    4 / 5

27 Sep 2020, 3:00pm

Holiday camps and forced breeding: Hitler’s bizarre dream for occupied Norway

    5 / 5

27 Sep 2020, 1:00pm

Pretty landscapes, lovely beaches and delicious cuisine... what more
could you ask for?

Travel across this natural wonderland and discover the trip of a
lifetime

By Frances Wilson

By Lucy Davies

By Claire Allfree

By Simon Heffer

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/mantel-pieces-hilary-mantel-review-virtuoso-essays-surgery-madonna/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/sylvia-pankhurst-rachel-holmes-review-rebel-sister-betrayed/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/mournable-body-tsitsi-dangarembga-review-hypnotic-study-societal/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/holiday-camps-forced-breeding-hitlers-bizarre-dream-occupied/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/why-choose-malta/holiday-activities/?utm_campaign=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2935_At5RYJtnjnS5&plr=1&utm_content=2935&utm_source=tmgspk&WT.mc_id=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2935_At5RYJtnjnS5&utm_medium=plrbrainnew2
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/plan-your-australian-holiday/tours-around-australia/?utm_campaign=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2201_ArVwH2z2KDrh&plr=1&utm_content=2201&utm_source=tmgspk&WT.mc_id=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2201_ArVwH2z2KDrh&utm_medium=plrbrainnew2
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/frances-wilson/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/lucy-davies/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/claire-allfree/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/simon-heffer/


29/09/2020 The new Children's Britannica: a fantastic voyage through the history of the world

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/ 7/9

More from The Telegraph

could you ask for? lifetime

‘It's not all doom and gloom for UK firms’ Why a family beach holiday is hard to beat

How Gwyneth Paltrow looks great - with her clothes on -at 48

I've been obsessed with the thigh gap for four decades – but it's daft and pointless

What are you frightened of?

Meet the Australian millionaire who invented a flying car inspired by Star Wars

The new rules for wearing trainers when you're a middle-aged man

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/why-choose-malta/holiday-activities/?utm_campaign=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2935_At5RYJtnjnS5&plr=1&utm_content=2935&utm_source=tmgspk&WT.mc_id=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2935_At5RYJtnjnS5&utm_medium=plrbrainnew2
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/plan-your-australian-holiday/tours-around-australia/?utm_campaign=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2201_ArVwH2z2KDrh&plr=1&utm_content=2201&utm_source=tmgspk&WT.mc_id=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_2201_ArVwH2z2KDrh&utm_medium=plrbrainnew2
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/inclusive-capitalism/smes-shaping-the-world-of-business/?utm_campaign=tmgspk_cli_2861_AvzYtwN9qm3N&cli=1&utm_content=2861&utm_source=tmgspk&WT.mc_id=tmgspk_cli_2861_AvzYtwN9qm3N&utm_medium=cli
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/unique-holiday-experiences/family-beach-holiday/?utm_campaign=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_3000_Av56xX43HLp8&plr=1&utm_content=3000&utm_source=tmgspk&WT.mc_id=tmgspk_plrbrainnew2_3000_Av56xX43HLp8&utm_medium=plrbrainnew2
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/people/gwyneth-paltrow-looks-great-clothes-at-48/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/obsessed-thigh-gap-four-decades-daft-pointless/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tv/2020/09/26/frightened/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/luxury/motoring/meet-australian-millionaire-invented-flying-car-inspired-star/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/style/new-rules-wearing-trainers-middle-aged-man/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey


29/09/2020 The new Children's Britannica: a fantastic voyage through the history of the world

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/ 8/9

Voucher Codes 
The latest offers and discount codes from popular brands on Telegraph Voucher Codes

Buyagift discount code National Trust discount code

Groupon discount code Lastminute.com discount code

‘A life blighted by rancid men’: how Hollywood failed Rita Hayworth

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/buyagift
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/national-trust
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/groupon
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/lastminute-com
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/bloom-and-wild
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/made
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/films/0/life-blighted-rancid-men-hollywood-failed-rita-hayworth/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey


29/09/2020 The new Children's Britannica: a fantastic voyage through the history of the world

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/new-childrens-britannica-fantastic-voyage-history-world/ 9/9

Bloom and Wild discount codes MADE.com discount codes

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2020

Follow us on:

Back to top  

Contact us About us

Rewards Archive

Reader Prints Branded Content

Syndication and Commissioning Guidelines

Privacy Terms and Conditions

Advertising Terms Fantasy Sport

UK Voucher Codes Betting Offers

Modern Slavery Manage Cookies

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/bloom-and-wild
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes/made
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rewards/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/

