
THE COMEDIES

1. In which play does a bear appear?
a) Titus Andronicus
b) The Two Gentlemen of Verona
c) The Winter’s Tale
d) Goldilocks and the Three Bears

2. What are the names of the twins in 
Twelfth Night?
a) Sebastian and Viola
b) Cesario and Viola
c) Sebastian and Olivia
d) Viola and Olivia

3. Who is Queen of the Fairies? 
a) Perdita
b) Helena
c) Titania
d) Tinker Bell

4. Which play features a dog?
a) Cymbeline
b) The Two Gentlemen of Verona
c) The Two Noble Kinsmen
d) 101 Dalmations

5. What kind of animal is Bottom  
transformed into?
a) Rabbit
b) Donkey
c) Horse
d) Crow

6. How long does Pericles refuse to 
speak for?
a) 3 months
b) 3 years
c) 3 weeks
d) 3 days

7. Where does Iachimo hide in 
Imogen’s bedroom?
a) Up the chimney
b) In a cupboard
c) Behind the curtains
d) Inside a trunk

8. What does Malvolio wear to try and 
 woo Olivia?
a) Red trousers
b) Yellow stockings
c) Blue shirt
d) Green ribbons in his hair

9. What does the Duke have delivered to Angelo in 
Measure for Measure?
a) A pot of gold
b) A letter
c) A pirate’s head
d) A pizza

10. What does Orlando win in addition to 
Rosalind’s heart?
a) A wrestling match
b) An archery competition
c) A fencing duel
d) The lottery

11. Where do Mistress Ford and Mistress 
 Page hide Falstaff?
a) In the shed
b) In the cellar
c) Behind the sofa
d) In a laundry basket

12. Who helps Palamon escape from  
prison?
a) His brother 
b) The gaoler’s daughter
c) Crab the dog
d) His neighbour’s wife
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13. What does Orsino suggest is the 
‘food of love’?
a) Steak and ale pie
b) Poetry
c) Art
d) Music

14. Proteus woos Julia with:
a) A love song
b) A romantic letter
c) A candlelit dinner
d) An owl

15. Which dastardly villain tries to sabotage Hero 
and Claudio’s marriage? 
a) Don John
b) Don Quixote
c) Don Pedro
d) Don Perignon

16. According to the Prince of Morocco, 
‘All that glisters is not..” What?
a) Bronze
b) Silver
c) Gold
d) Glitter

17. What is the name of Prospero’s  
magical spirit?
a) Ariel
b) Caliban
c) Puck 
d) Siri

18. What happens to Thaisa when she 
is believed to be dead? 
a) She is taken to the doctor
b) She is left by the side of the road
c) She is buried at sea
d) She is cremated

19. What does Falstaff wear for his trip to Windsor Park? 
a) A woman’s dress
b) A helmet of horns
c) A full suit of armour
d) Shorts, T-shirt and sunglasses

20.  Which play is seen as Shakespeare’s farewell to the 
stage?
a) Henry VIII
b) A Farewell to Arms
c) All’s Well That Ends Well
d) The Tempest

THE HISTORIES

21. Who cried, “A horse! A horse! My kingdom 
for a horse!”?
a) Richard II
b) Robin Hood
c) Richard III
d) Henry V

22. What is the alternative title of Henry VIII?
a) What You Will
b) All Is True
c) Six Wives
d) So It Ends

23. What gift does Henry V receive from the French 
king?
a) Wine goblets
b) A hamper of cheese and wine
c) A thoroughbred horse
d) Tennis balls 

24. What job would Henry VI rather have than being 
King?
a) Shepherd
b) Farmer
c) Pub landlord
d) Gravedigger

25. Who leads a revolt against Henry VI?
a) Jack Cade
b) Richard III
c) Edward IV
d) Wat Tyler

26. What does Queen Margaret place on the Duke of 
York’s head to humiliate him?
a) A dunce’s cap
b) Whipped cream
c) A bag
d) A paper crown

27. Who is burned at the stake? 
a) Margaret of Anjou
b) Joan of Arc
c) Sheriff of Nottingham
d) Galileo

28. What does Henry VI sit on whilst 
his soldiers fight? 
a) A molehill
b) A milking stool
c) A cowpat
d) A throne



29. What is King Henry V’s childhood 
nickname?
a) Horrid Henry
b) Bonnie Prince Charlie
c) Prince Hal
d) The Little Prince

30. How does Arthur, King John’s nephew, die?
a) He falls from his horse
b) He is poisoned
c) His eyes are burned out
d) He falls from a high wall

31. What do Henry VI’s supporters wear to show their 
loyalty to the King?
a) A white rose
b) A red rose
c) A yellow daffodil
d) A pink lily

32. Who helps the Duke of York raise an army against 
Henry VI? 
a) His wife
b) His daughters
c) His sons
d) His valet

33. Rioters in Henry VI (part 2) declare they must first 
‘kill all the …’ what?
a) French
b) Kings
c) Doctors
d) Lawyers

34. Why does Henry V propose to the French Princess 
Catherine?
a) For love
b) For peace
c) For money
d) For a visa

35. Where is Richard III visited by ghosts?
a) In a tent
b) In a tree
c) In the desert
d) In a coffin

36. Where does Henry V give a rallying speech to his 
troops before their battle with the French?
a) Waterloo
b) The Somme
c) Agincourt
d) Broadstairs

37. How does Bolingbroke seize the crown from King 
Richard?
a) He attacks King Richard in his sleep
b) King Richard hands over the crown himself
c) He poisons King Richard
d) He trips King Richard up

38. Which pub do Falstaff and his friends regularly 
frequent? 
a) The King’s Head
b) The Rose and Crown
c) The Ball and Sceptre
d) The Boar’s Head

39. How many ‘Henry’ plays are there?
a) 6
b) 7
c) 8
d) 15

40.  How is Cardinal Wolsey’s betrayal exposed?
a) Henry eavesdrops on him
b) In secret letters
c) The Pope sneaks on him
d) By a parrot 

THE TRAGEDIES 

41. Who has her hands chopped off and her tongue cut 
out?
a) Portia
b) Tamora
c) Lavinia
d) Latrina

42. Why does King Lear banish his daughter Cordelia? 
a) She refuses to say how much she loves him
b) She marries someone he disapproves of
c) She kills her sister
d) She gets a tattoo

43. Which is the Scottish play?
a) Hamlet
b) Othello
c) Macbeth
d) Ivanhoe

44. “Fair is foul, and foul is fair”  
Who speaks these words?
a) Three fairies
b) Three witches
c) Three kings
d) Three musketeers



45. What does Timon throw at his former friends?
a) Rocks
b) Conkers
c) Punches
d) Cabbages

46. Who is tricked into cutting off his own hand?
a) Cloten
b) Captain Hook
c) Antipholus
d) Titus

47. What does King Lear die from?
a) Old age
b) A fatal stab wound in battle
c) A broken heart
d) Food poisoning

48. Where do Romeo and Juliet  
first meet? 
a) Across a fish tank
b) At a feast
c) On a balcony
d) In the forest

49. Where does Cleopatra hide 
 from Antony?
a) In a convent
b) In India
c) In a monument
d) On a boat on the Nile

50. According to Coriolanus, what outweighs a bad life?
a) A good wife
b) A brave death
c) A cache of gold
d) A sad face

51. What does Macbeth hallucinate? 
a) A bloody dagger
b) Moving trees
c) Pots of gold
d) Little leprechauns

52. Who kills Brutus on the battlefield? 
a) Mark Antony
b) Octavia
c) Caesar’s ghost
d) Himself

53. Who pleads with Coriolanus to save Rome? 
a) The Roman people
b)  His mother
c)  His wife
d)  St Paul

54. Mark Antony asks the Roman people to lend him 
their:
a) Sugar
b) Books
c) Lawnmower
d) Ears

55. Where does Othello kill Desdemona?
a) In their bed
b) In the forest
c) In a boat
d) On the bus

56. What does the pie Titus serves Tamora contain?
a) Mince
b) Steak and kidney
c) 4 and 20 blackbirds
d) Her dead sons

57. When digging in the woods for food what does 
Timon of Athens find?
a) A skull
b) A pile of gold
c) Potatoes
d) Jewellery

58.  How does Cleopatra kill herself?
a) With a venomous asp
b) With a poisoned dagger
c) Drinking arsenic
d) With a piece of rope

59. What does Troilus give Cressida as a love-token?
a) A ring
b) A bracelet
c) A glove
d) A sleeve

60. Who killed Hamlet’s father?
a) Claudius
b) Gertrude
c) Ophelia
d) Hamlet



SHAKESPEARE  
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

61. Why did London’s playhouses have to close in 1593?
a) Lack of customers
b) A huge power-cut
c) Smog engulfed the city
d) The plague

62. What did Shakespeare’s father do for a living?
a) Glovemaker
b) Wine merchant
c) Farmer
d) Doctor

63. Which poem did Shakespeare 
borrow from for the subplot 
in King Lear?
a) Venus and Adonis
b) Arcadia
c) Metamorphoses
d) Jabberwocky

64. Who was executed for 
 plotting against Queen Elizabeth I?
a) Earl of Sussex
b) Earl of Essex
c) Earl of Wessex
d) Guy Fawkes

65. How did playwright Robert Greene refer to 
Shakespeare in the first recorded mention of 
 his fame as a playwright?
a) A honey-mouth’d playwright
b) A top-notch writer
c) A cream-faced loon
d) An upstart crow

66. How old was Shakespeare when he wrote 
his first play?
a) 28
b) 32
c) 26
d) 13

67. Where was the crew of the Sea Venture shipwrecked, 
inspiring the story of The Tempest?
a) Caribbean
b) Isle of Wight
c) Eastbourne
d) Bermuda

68. How many of Shakespeare’s plays have the name of 
one of the characters in the title?
a) 1
b) 35
c) 18
d) 23

69. Where did Walter Raleigh go in search of in 1594?
a) The Big Smoke
b) The City of Gold
c) The Big Apple
d) Mordor

70. Which of Shakespeare’s plays was one of the first to 
be performed at the new Globe Theatre in 1599?
a) As You Like It
b) Much Ado About Nothing
c) Julius Caesar
d) Kiss Me, Kate
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